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Letter from the Acting Director 
 

Dear Alumni and Students, 

  

The end of an academic year always brings mixed feelings. It’s always 

wonderful to celebrate the many achievements of our faculty and students, but 

inevitably just as hard to say goodbye. Of course, we love staying in touch with 

you and hope that more of you will send us updates throughout the year, attend 

events, become Practicum and Internship partners and reach out to incoming 

students. On Friday, April 27th, IDEV Practicum teams will share their findings 

at an event open to the entire community. The Practicum is celebrating its fifth 

birthday and this year, six teams travelled to India, the Philippines, Vietnam and 

Cambodia, working with fantastic clients Athena Infonomics, Gain, iDE, 

International Finance Corporation, LV Prasad Eye Institute and Water.org. If 



you are in the DC area on April 27th, please join us at the Rome Auditorium at 

3:30pm for the presentations and a reception. 

  

The Development Roundtable speaker series has just come to an end for the 

semester, and was closed out by Professor Dan Honig, who recently launched 

his book, Navigation by Judgment: Why and When Top Down Management of 

Foreign Aid Doesn't Work. Professor Brautigam returned to IDEV in her role as 

the Bernard Schwartz Professor and under her leadership CARI hosted an 

annual research conference titled Matters of State: Politics, Governance, & 

Agency in China-Africa Engagement. In addition to leading a research team 

working on innovative financing mechanisms to meet the sustainable 

development goals for drinking water, I have been working more closely with 

colleagues in a University-wide signature cross-disciplinary alliance focusing on 

health access and equity. 

  

This year, our summer internship program grew to include as many as seven 

IDEV identified opportunities, and many of the first year students have 

internships for the summer lined up. Our emagazine, SAIS Perspectives, is 

expanding its readership and content with blog posts and articles written by 

students and faculty. Finally, as always it was so much fun to see everyone at 

our Spring Alumni Happy Hour. Please join us for the next happy hour in the 

fall! 

  

On behalf of all our students and faculty, we would like to say a huge thank you 

to Professor Dorothy Sobol who will be retiring this year. Many of you probably 

took a class or two with Professor Sobol, who is a star teacher, a kind mentor, 

and an incredibly valuable member of the IDEV team.  We will miss Professor 

Sobol and wish her all the best for the next phase in her life. 

  

https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=4483590e9e&e=07092e45ec
https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=4483590e9e&e=07092e45ec


 

We hope that our first year students will have productive but fun summers. We 

are so proud of our graduating class and will miss your warm presence in the 

IDEV suite and in our classrooms. Please stay in touch! 

  

Warmly, 

  

Tanvi Nagpal  
 

 
 

 

News from the China Africa Research Institute (CARI)  

 

 

On Thursday, April 19 and Friday, April 20, the China Africa Research Initiative at 

SAIS (SAIS-CARI) held its 4th Annual Conference, on the theme “Matters of State: 

Politics, Governance, & Agency in China-Africa Engagement”. CARI brought in 

speakers from all over the world to present their work on these issues, including 

topics as varied as African agency in negotiations with China, the political 

implications of Chinese development finance, or populism in China-Africa relations. 



 

 

Thanks to the very high quality of the work presented, the conference was a great 

success, creating a lively discussion in the room and a strong online engagement. All 

videos of the conference will be posted shortly on CARI’s website, www.sais-cari.org. 

CARI would like to thank all speakers and attendees for their contribution. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

Alumni Updates  

 

 

Mary Langan (Class of 2010) 
 

After 5 years working for development and humanitarian agencies in East 

Africa and the Middle East, Mary has returned to SAIS in the fall of 2017 to 

pursue a PhD in African Studies. 

 

Lorenzo Piccio (Class of 2017) 
 

Lorenzo is a Communications Consultant at the World Bank's Global Facility for 

Disaster Reduction and Recovery. He is based in Washington, DC. 

 

Jyhjong Hwang (Class of 2015) 
 

Jyhjong is wrapping up her third year with SAIS China-Africa Research 

Initiative, with her first paper on Chinese engagement in African hydropower 

projects published in the Development Policy Review in December 2017. She 

will be starting her Ph.D. in political science at Ohio State University in August 

2018. 

   
 

https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=fab86a0321&e=07092e45ec


 
 

 

 
 

 

 

Professor Dan Honig speaking about his new book, Navigation By Judgment, as part 

of the Development Roundtable Speaker series.  

 

 

 
 

https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=30f5e58906&e=07092e45ec
https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=21b2e4bc4b&e=07092e45ec


 

 

IDEV Students getting ready for the Cherry Blossom Ball in Washington DC.  

 
 

 

Stay connected! 
   

We want to hear what you have been up to since graduation!  Send your 

stories to saisidev@jhu.edu, and we will publish them in an upcoming 

newsletter. If you want to get in touch with other alumni from your year, 

below is contact information for the alumni chairs for recent classes: 

 

Class of 2017: Angela Madero (madero@jhu.edu) and Lauren Purnell 

(laurenapurnell@gmail.com) 

mailto:saisidev@jhu.edu
mailto:madero@jhu.edu
mailto:laurenapurnell@gmail.com


 

 

Class of 2016: Mark Maples (mrmaples@gmail.com) and Marco Gomez 

(mgomez239@gmail.com) 

 

Class of 2015: Douglas Emeott (dwemeott@gmail.com) and Iva 

Panchilova (iva.panchilova@gmail.com) 

 

Class of 2014: Laura Sennet (lsennett@gmail.com) and Mark Radin 

(radinmark@gmail.com) 

 

Class of 2013: Katryn Bowe (katryn.bowe@gmail.com) and Priya Punatar 

(ppunatar@gmail.com) 

 

Class of 2012: Joe Wilson (wils.jt@gmail.com) and Carolyn Florey 

(carolynflorey@gmail.com) 

 

 

 
 

SAIS Perspectives: the IDEV magazine 

mailto:mrmaples@gmail.com
mailto:mgomez239@gmail.com
mailto:dwemeott@gmail.com
mailto:iva.panchilova@gmail.com
mailto:lsennett@gmail.com
mailto:radinmark@gmail.com
mailto:katryn.bowe@gmail.com
mailto:ppunatar@gmail.com
mailto:wils.jt@gmail.com
mailto:carolynflorey@gmail.com


  

 

This year, SAIS Perspectives significantly increased editors  contributions to the 

publication. Four blog series were launched - one on the IDEV internships, one on 

Development Roundtable speakers, one on Practicum groups, and one on careers of 

recent graduates. The steady stream of content has been highlighted on the social media, 

specifically on Twitter @SAISdev. Please stay tuned as next year IDEV takes SAIS 

Perspectives to even greater heights, and feel free to share your contributions in the future. 

 

Follow on Twitter @SAISdev  
 

 

Recent Articles 

• The Right to the City, Informal Settlements and Mumbai (Lubna 

Anantakrishnan, April 2018) 

• Financial Sector Development and Economic Growth: Revisiting 

the Relationship (Maddalena Castelli, April 2018) 

https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=ad9ab3cad6&e=07092e45ec
https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=a4106025be&e=07092e45ec
https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=ff11d1dd52&e=07092e45ec
https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=27aeef335a&e=07092e45ec
https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=27aeef335a&e=07092e45ec


 

• Solidarity Brings Prosperity (William Douglas, April 2018) 

• South Africa is Not For Sale (Grace Cramer, February 2018) 

 

 

 
 

     

 

IDEV Practicum Projects 
 

 

 

The LV Prasad Eye 

Institute team visited the 

56 patients in Adilabad 

to develop quality of life 

indicators and measure 

perceived impact of rural 

eye care. 

   

 

 

 

The team in Cambodia 

conducted focus group 

discussions with MFI 

clients to gauge their 

WASH needs and 

whether digital financial 

services could help 

address them. 

   

 

https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=ad22023642&e=07092e45ec
https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=f11a050d74&e=07092e45ec


 

 

The iDE team went to 

Vietnam to develop a 

business case on the 

replicability of 

Hydrologic, a viable 

social enterprise started 

by iDE in Cambodia, in 

the Vietnam context.  
 

 

 

The IFC team traveled 

to the Philippines to 

compile a set of case 

studies to identify best 

practices and lessons 

learned 

to inform concrete policy 

recommendations for 

the G20's Global 

Partnership for Financial 

Inclusion. 

   

 

 
 

 

The Johns Hopkins SAIS experience is incomparable, made even more 



 

rewarding by the remarkable students we attract from around the globe. 

No one knows better than our alumni what it takes to be successful at 

Johns Hopkins SAIS, so if you would like to refer a prospective student, 

please click here.  

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

IDEV alumni, faculty and students at the Spring 2018 Happy Hour 
 
Upcoming IDEV Events 
   

https://sais-jhu.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0c6c270e1e0842eaead9ca9a5&id=1f99d60987&e=07092e45ec


 

Final Practicum Client Presentations 

Date & Time: Friday, April 27th, 3:30-7:00 PM 

Location: Rome Auditorium, 1619 Massachusetts Ave NW 
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