
Prepared by their SAIS 
education and fired 
by individual passions 
and commitment, 
SAIS graduates are 
making a difference in 
the world–and finding 
satisfaction and joy in 
their own lives.
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Village Lessons,  
Global Applications

I
n the Philippines as a Peace Corps water sanitation engineer 

from 1999 to 2000, Dan Zell ’03 knew he would devote his 

professional career to water issues. Soaked into his memory 

are valuable lessons learned while working at the village 

level, those of exploring issues, gaining trust, and under-

standing use patterns, local politics and economic incentives—all in 

an effort to design a water system that would be embraced by the 

village and maintained after implementation. “It’s about stakehold-

ers participating in the process and taking ownership that makes 

any project viable in the short and long run,” said Dan. These les-

sons were reinforced at SAIS in the Social Change and Develop-

ment (now International Development) Program, Dan’s area of 

concentration.

He is still implementing those first lessons learned in his current 

work as a project manager and water resources engineer for Dew-

berry, an engineering firm in Fairfax, Virginia, for which he provides 

technical oversight and project management support for disaster 

mitigation and response projects. He manages FEMA-funded flood 

engineering studies in Mississippi, Puerto Rico and the Virgin 

Islands, where he regularly interfaces with local communities, often 

testifying at town council meetings on important water issues. 

Newly designated flood zoned areas, let alone flooded homes, are 

costly and explosive issue areas in many communities. Dan must 

work with homeowners in such communities to build trust, as he did 

in the Peace Corps, often while explaining complicated engineering 

concepts to everyday community members. “It can be challeng-

ing,” said Dan, who is also an active member of the American Water 

Resources Association 

and its policy commit-

tee, where he’s honed 

his communication 

skills.

Asked about 

today’s most salient 

water issues, Dan 

replied that water 

scarcity in the western 

part of the United 

States and climate 

variability—extremes 

of drought and 

flooding—will prove 

to be the most stormy 

issues of the near 

future, and will no 

doubt require applica-

tion of those same vil-

lage lessons learned.

B
ryan Baird ’95 has two passions: 

Japan and beer. As a SAIS Japan 

Studies concentrator, Bryan studied 

in Japan, learning the language while 

gaining an even deeper understanding and 

appreciation of Japanese culture. After leav-

ing his first job out of SAIS as director of 

market development for the Tokyo office of 

the American Electronics Association, Bryan 

set out to learn the business of beer, attend-

ing brewing school in Davis, California, and 

interning at the pioneering Seattle brewery, 

Redhook. 

He then put his interests to work, launch-

ing the Baird Beer Company, a family-run 

brewery and pub business based in Numazu, 

Japan. “There were times when business 

was desperately difficult,” said Bryan, but 

perseverance and a natural entrepreneurial 

spirit, underpinned by a SAIS education, 

proved—like Bryan’s brewing technique—a 

recipe for success. As during his time at SAIS, 

Bryan studied hard. He devoted himself to 

acquiring a deep understanding of both brew-

ing techniques and the Japanese market for 

alcoholic beverages. Steadfast in his vision 

to launch a craft brewery, he and his partner 

and wife, Sayuri, wrote a business plan, raised 

funds from a handful of investors (including 

fellow SAIS alumnus John Chesen ’95) and 

opened the Fishmarket Taproom in July 2000 

in Numazu, a fishing town at the base of Mt. 

Fuji in Shizuoka Prefecture. 

Baird Beer debuted in January 2001— 

brewed in a tiny space located directly 

behind the pub. Its reputation grew and sales 

increased with each pint served. Within two 

years, Tokyo beer enthusiasts began traveling 

to Numazu to taste this distinctly American Dan Zell ’03

Enjoying  
Life’s Brew
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Bryan Baird ’95 and wife, Sayuri

Water Policy:
From Global 
to Local

Brenda Bateman JHU ’92, ’93

ale, different from the German lager typically 

sold in Japan. Still, the going was tough in 

conservative, blue-collar Numazu. 

Sensing a chance to sell more beer in 

Tokyo, Baird Beer went ahead with a bold 

expansion in 2003, purchasing new brewing 

equipment and launching a bottled product. 

Sales to pubs, restaurants and liquor shops 

in and around Tokyo mushroomed. In 2006, 

Baird Beer expanded yet again, opening a 

new stand-alone brewery within a few min-

utes’ walk of the original pub. Then in May 

2008, the couple opened a Tokyo pub called 

the Nakameguro Taproom. Baird Beer also 

began exporting to the United States in 2008 

through the niche importing company Shel-

ton Brothers. 

Though Bryan hasn’t taken a vacation in 

nearly eight years, he isn’t complaining. He’s 

already enjoying the perfect brew: life’s work, 

flavored with passion and a strong bouquet 

of success.

Brenda Bateman JHU’92, ’93 has been, in her 

own words, “around the world and back again.” 

Brenda concentrated jointly in International 

Law and Organizations and Conflict Management at 

SAIS and expected to have an international career. 

Indeed, her first job out of SAIS placed her in the 

socially responsible investment field, auditing over-

seas factories for human rights violations. There, 

Brenda learned what she calls “ground truths” and 

soon made her way to USAID for similar work on the 

environmental side. But from human rights to the 

environment, Brenda said her experiences “kept com-

ing back to water.”

Eventually she returned to the United States, where 

she began working for a local drinking water supplier 

in Oregon. Once again, she was exposed to the ground 

truth that even global change must spring from local 

sources. From its role in religious ceremonies, to cleanli-

ness and hygiene, water is an issue to which everyone 

can relate. Water policy, especially, must be crafted at 

the local level if it is to be effective, said Brenda.

Today, her career is a confluence of her past experi-

ences. Working as senior policy coordinator in Oregon’s 

Water Resources Department, her task is to help the 

state and its citizens invest responsibly in their own 

future, reuse water, and plan for and further prevent 

climate change. And there is still much work to be done, 

which, Brenda said, is the most exciting part.

at SAIS
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NYC Alumni Host Student 
Intern Happy Hour 
More than 100 New York City alumni and SAIS students 
interning in the city mingled on the rooftop of Hurley’s for 
a mid-July happy hour.

Alumni Carnival 
in Brazil
SAIS alumni in Brazil met in the spring months for dinners 
in the homes of Marcus Freitas ’98 in São Paulo, Caren 
Addis Botelho ’85 in Rio de Janeiro and Tim Huson ’97 in 
Brasilia.

Strategic Studies  
Alumni Reunion Dinner 
More than 100 alumni and friends of the Strategic Studies 
Program met at the Willard Hotel in Washington, D.C., in 
April to dine and mingle. 

Reconnecting in San Francisco 
Following Professor Riordan Roett’s talk on “Latin America 
and the United States” at the Marines’ Memorial Club in 
May, alumni gathered a few blocks away for a SAIS happy 
hour at Swig.

Bologna Alumni Meet in Washington
More than 100 Bologna alumni returned to SAIS in March 
to reconnect with each other and with Bologna Center 
Director Ken Keller. 

Arizona Alumni Host 
Professor Lampton 
The Three Faces of Chinese Power: Might, Money and Minds, 
Professor David M. Lampton’s latest book, was the discus-
sion topic when he met with alumni in Scottsdale in 
February 2008. 

Bologna alumnae Marta Bruska B’05, ’06, Julie Hackett 
B’03, ’04 and Eleanor Keppelman B’03, ’04

Alumni  
dining in the 
Netherlands  
in July
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Inaugural M.I.P.P.  
Happy Hour a Success
Master of International Public Policy (M.I.P.P.) can-
didates and alumni gathered in Washington, D.C., 
for the first M.I.P.P. happy hour in April.

Alumni Bring  
Relief to China 
Alumni clubs in Beijing and Shanghai pooled their efforts to 
bring relief to the areas hit by the devastating May earthquake 
in China’s Sichuan Province. Responding immediately and 
thoughtfully to the needs of the disaster’s victims, alumni, led 
by Boyong Wang B’01, ’02, reached out to fellow graduates 
in China to organize donations and blood drives. Working in 
conjunction with Project Hope, which coordinates disaster 
relief in the education sector, they made cash donations to 
help numerous children receive one year of education. 

Toasts in Toronto
A lively group of SAIS alumni, including organizer Paul Yeung 
’02, met in Toronto for drinks and dinner at the Akco Lounge 
wine and sushi bar in October. New acquaintances were 
made, and the group looks forward to getting together in early 
2009. 

 Colin White ’02; Courtney Brady B’06, ’07; Paul Yeung ’02; David 
Peters ’02; Daniel Yang B’02; Jana Orac B’95, ’96; Laura Saenz; 
and Robert Delaney N’95

John Thomason B’83, ’84, Caroline Bergrem ’00, 
Professor Ruth Wedgwood and Victoria Morell-Dotta  
B’95, ’96 at an alumni gathering at the Four Seasons 
Hotel George V in Paris in September

Nancy Birdsall ’69
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Alumni College ’08
Alumni from China, Canada and U.S. cities such 
as Boston, Charlotte and New York came together 
in Washington, D.C., on October 23–25 for the 
second annual SAIS Alumni College. Class dis-
cussions featured SAIS faculty and distinguished 
alumni keynote speakers, including Nancy Birdsall 
’69, Michael Van Dusen ’68, Ph.D. ’71 and Arturo 
Sarukhán ’91. 
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F
ifty years ago, I was helping staff the Rangoon-
Hopkins Center for Southeast Asian Studies at 
the University of Rangoon in Burma. The center, 
which opened in June 1954, was an initiative of 
SAIS Dean Philip Thayer and predated the open-

ing of the Bologna Center by one year. It was staffed by a 
senior professor, assisted by two or three graduate students, 
including myself.

Rangoon as I remember it in 1958 was emerging from a 
devastating occupation and war. It was a country of enor-
mous poverty with limited health and sanitation services 
and struggling to find its place in the Cold War world by 
becoming a nonaligned socialist state. The burned-out 

hulks of destroyed Japanese tanks from World War II still 
were in evidence, and the Burmese military under the 
control of General Ne Win began to undermine Burma’s 
fledgling democracy. From our office windows we could see 
tanks periodically patrolling back and forth along the road 
between Rangoon and its airport.

Burma’s major foreign policy concern was a Chinese inva-
sion across the long northern border. The United States and 
China were close to war, and the Burmese feared any action 
on the part of the United States that might incite such an 
invasion. American China watchers, including many leading 
academics, occasionally would stop by our offices to get our 
perspective on what the feared Red Chinese were up to. 

The Rangoon-Hopkins Center came to an abrupt end in 
April 1959 after it was closed because of student protests 
against the military takeover. Future Nobel laureate Aung 
San Suu Kyi, the daughter of independent Burma’s revered 
founder Aung San who was assassinated in 1947, was just a 
little girl. She couldn’t have foreseen that her karma would 
include a long dedicated struggle against military oppression 
and for democratic rule.

—Kenneth A. Guenther ’59

For more of Guenther’s reflections, visit: 
www.memory.loc.gov/ammem/collections/diplomacy.
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Reflections on 20 Years in South Africa

Jennifer 
Bisgard B’86, 
’88 and son, 
Thomas

Burmese Days: The Rangoon-Hopkins Center in 1958

1958 student protest in Burma

I
recently celebrated 20 years of living in South 
Africa. A young 26-year-old, fresh out of SAIS, I 
was recruited into USAID in South Africa. Luckily 
beating 600 other candidates for the job of educa-
tion officer, with an explicit position description to 
combat Apartheid and build the black South African 

leadership, I fully expected to stay in South Africa for only 
two years.

Those early years were dark: The Apartheid government 
barely tolerated our presence. My phone was bugged, we 
were followed and government officials loved quoting con-
fidential inside documents to our faces. But our presence 
was much appreciated by the anti-Apartheid movement; I 
made friends and became very involved in the struggle. My 
contract was extended, so I stayed. My boyfriend was black 
and so experienced wholly legal discrimination first-hand.

Then Nelson Mandela was released, and the whole coun-
try held their collective breath as negotiations for a new 
dispensation were held. Emotionally, we teetered between 
despair and wild optimism.

In 1993, I decided to leave USAID and start my company 
in Johannesburg, Khulisa Management Services. Fifteen 
years later, Khulisa is a well-known monitoring and evalu-
ation firm working throughout Africa. Our work has had 

an impact on education, child labor and health policies and 
practices.

Transformation is slow here; it often feels like we take 
two steps forward and one back (or even sideways). Secu-
rity is a constant 
concern, yet the 
transformation strug-
gle is compelling 
and when progress 
is made, it is exhila-
rating. The small 
victories add up, 
too—the moment 
my foster son did his 
first puzzle and went 
on his first school 
camping trip, or the 
staff I have trained 
who have gone on to 
rewarding careers that truly contribute.

My husband is, like me, a transplant (although he comes 
from Holland), and our children were born here. South 
Africa is, indeed, home.

—Jennifer Bisgard B’86, ’88
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Adam’s Belle: A 
Memoir of Love 
Without Bounds
By Isabel 
Washington 
Powell with Joyce 
Burnett ’95
DBM Press, 2008

The 1920s Cotton 
Club dancer who 
married Harlem 
Congressman 
Adam Clayton 
Powell Jr. tells 
her story. 

The Hidden Power 
of the American 
Dream: Why 
Europe’s Shaken 
Confidence in 
the United States 
Threatens the 
Future of U.S. 
Influence
By Giovanna 
Dell’Orto B’02
Praeger Security 
International, 
2007

Dell’Orto argues 
that how Euro-
peans perceive 
the United States 
and American 
security is essen-

tial to forecasting 
the future of the 
transatlantic rela-
tionship and of 
American influ-
ence overseas.

Searching for 
the Open Door: A 
Woman’s Struggle 
for Survival After 
a Traumatic Brain 
Injury
By Cynthia 
Paddock 
Doroghazi ’94
New River 
Publications, 
LLC, 2007

Doroghazi writes 
her inspirational 
account of cour-
age and deter-
mination in the 
face of seemingly 
life-destroying 
injuries.

Dignity and 
Defiance: Stories 
From Bolivia’s 
Challenge to 
Globalization
Edited by Melissa 
Crane Draper ’05 
and Jim Shultz

University of 
California Press, 
forthcoming 2009

This book is a 
powerful eyewit-
ness account of 
Bolivia’s decade-
long rebellion 
against global-
ization imposed 
from abroad.

Energy
By Joseph M. 
Dukert B’56, ’93, 
Ph.D. ’05
Greenwood 
Publishing 
Group, 2008

Energy expert 
Dukert explains 
how each energy 
source fits into 
the overall global 
mix that pow-
ers everything 
from automobiles 
and appliances 
to assembly 
lines and space 
stations.

Drinking From the 
Saucer: A Memoir
By Charlene C. 
Duline ’86

Authorhouse, 
2008

Duline details a 
lifetime of service 
to her country, 
including experi-
ences as a Peace 
Corps volunteer 
in Peru, a U.N. 
international 
secretary and 
a career U.S. 
diplomat.

The Painter From 
Shanghai: A Novel
By Jennifer Cody 
Epstein B’92, ’94 
W.W. Norton & 
Company, Inc., 
2008

Epstein tells 
the story of 
Shanghai post-
Impressionist 
artist Pan Yuliang, 
who is sold at 14 
to a brothel, only 
to become one 
of a handful of 
women to study 
at the prestigious 
Shanghai Art 
Academy as well 
as in Paris and 
Rome during the 
1920s. 
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Recent Publications by SAIS Alumni

Averting Global 
War: Regional 
Challenges, 
Overextension 
and Options for 
American Strategy
By Hall Gardner 
N’89
Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2007

The book exam-
ines how regional 
disputes and con-
flicts throughout 
the world affect 
American domes-
tic and foreign 
policy. 

Crossroads of 
Intervention: 
Insurgency 
and Counter
insurgency 
Lessons From 
Central America
By Todd 
Greentree ’80
Praeger Security 
International, 
2008

Greentree pre
sents a policy 
case study of 
the civil wars in 
Nicaragua and El 

Salvador during 
the final decade 
of the Cold War. 

The Legal Status 
of Territories 
Subject to 
Administration 
by International 
Organisations
By Bernhard 
Knoll B’97, ’98
Cambridge 
University Press, 
2008

Knoll uses Kosovo 
as a case study 
to examine the 
human rights 
obligations of 
international 
organizations.

Trade Unions 
and the Coming 
of Democracy in 
Africa
Edited by Jon P. 
Kraus ’62, 
Ph.D. ’71
Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2007

Top scholars look 
at the efficacy of 
trade union and 
worker protests 
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in overthrowing 
authoritarian 
governments in 
Africa.

Iran and Its Place 
Among Nations
By Aria Mehrabi 
Ph.D. ’98 
and Alidad 
Mafinezam
Praeger 
Publishers, 2008

The book sheds 
light on the 
tumultuous his-
tory of Iran in the 
20th century and 
the domestic and 
foreign factors 
that have aided 
and retarded the 
country’s devel-
opment in mod-
ern times.

The Colonial 
Good Life: A 
Commentary on 
André Joyeux’s 
Vision of French 
Indochina
Edited by Joel 
Montague ’60 
and Mike Vann
White Lotus 
Press, 2008 

Joyeux was a 
French civil ser-
vant and artist 
who lived at the 
turn of the 20th 
century in what 
is now Vietnam. 
On his return 
to France, he 
published a book 
with 50 stinging 
cartoons portray-
ing his view of 
French colonial 
life, rife with 
corrupt civil ser-
vants, alcoholic 
military and dec-
adent plantation 
owners.

Live From Jordan: 
Letters Home 
From My Journey 
Through the 
Middle East
By Benjamin 
Orbach ’04
AMACOM, 2007

Through his 
letters home, 
Orbach recounts 
his one-year trip 
through Egypt, 
Jordan, Palestine, 
Syria and Turkey. 
His portrait of a 
region in turmoil 
and the vivid, 
misunderstood 
and often wel-
coming people 
who inhabit it 
shed new light 
on a culture that 

few Americans 
understand.

Prosperity 
Unbound: Building 
Property Markets 
With Trust
By Elena 
Panaritis ’91
Palgrave 
Macmillan, 2007

More than half 
the world’s popu-
lation lives in 
informal property 
markets or what 
Panaritis coins 
“unreal” estate. 
She reveals the 
keys to unlocking 
the hidden wealth 
of these markets.

Treacherous 
Alliance: The 
Secret Dealings 
of Israel, Iran and 
the U.S. 
By Trita Parsi 
Ph.D. ’06 
Yale University, 
2007

This book looks 
at the compli-
cated triangular 
relations between 

Israel, Iran and 
the United States 
that continue to 
shape the future 
of the Middle 
East. 

Discovering the 
Hidden Listener: 
An Assessment 
of Radio Liberty 
and Western 
Broadcasting 
to the U.S.S.R. 
During the 
Cold War
By R. Eugene 
Parta ’64
Hoover Press, 
2007

Based on more 
than 50,000 
interviews with 
Soviet citizens, 
the book explores 
what Western 
radio and Radio 
Liberty broad-
casts meant to 
listeners as the 
U.S.S.R. moved 
toward a freer 
society. 

Tilted Mirrors: 
Media Alignment 
With Political and 
Social Change– 
A Community 
Structure 
Approach
By John C. 
Pollock ’67
Hampton Press, 
2007

Instead of exam-
ining the impact 
of media on soci-
ety, Tilted Mirrors 
explores how 
society shapes 
media coverage.

America Off Track 
Photography by 
Jarret Schecter 
B’01, ’01
Trolley Books, 
2007

Journeying across 
America via train, 
Schecter frames 
the conflicting 
realities that sur-
round those liv-
ing in America 
from his window-
seat view. The 
land that declares 
itself the innova-

tive leader of the 
free world, upon 
closer examina-
tion, also appears 
to be a vast place 
of melancholy 
and emptiness.

From Iron Fist to 
Invisible Hand: 
The Uneven Path 
of Telecommuni-
cations Reform  
in China
By Irene S. Wu 
’94, Ph.D. ’04 
Stanford 
University Press, 
2008

Wu uses telecom-
munications pol-
icy as a window 
to examine major 
contradictions in 
China’s growth 
into an economic 
and political 
superpower.


