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At SAIS, we educate tomorrow’s leaders—individuals 
who are well positioned to excel in the international 
relations arena. Within the school’s dynamic learning 
environment and supportive academic community, 
students work closely with faculty to select the best 
path for their career objectives. The SAIS education 
goes well beyond a set of international relations 
competencies: The school prepares its graduates 
with an arsenal of skills for a lifetime career in an 
increasingly complex world.

Degree Programs
Master of Arts (M.A.) This two-year program for full-time 
students is one of the finest in the world and is known for its 
interdisciplinary course work in international relations, functional or 
regional studies, economics and languages. Approximately half of all 
entering SAIS M.A. students spend their first year at SAIS’s European 
campus in Bologna, Italy—an integral part of the school.

Master of International Public Policy (M.I.P.P.) This 
program is designed for mid-career professionals with nine or more 
years of relevant work experience. Students enjoy the advantage of 
designing an individual program of study consisting of eight non-
language courses that can be completed in one year full-time or two 
years part-time. 

Master of Arts in International Affairs (M.A.I.A.) 
Offered at SAIS’s Bologna Center, this two-year research-oriented 
degree requires the preparation and defense of a thesis.

Master of Arts in International Studies (M.A.I.S.) 
Offered at the Hopkins-Nanjing Center, this degree affords students 
proficient in the Mandarin language the opportunity to matriculate 
into the center’s two-year master’s program, with a degree awarded 
jointly by SAIS and Nanjing University. 

Doctor of Philosophy (Ph.D.) This program is for students 
who hold an M.A. and seek to become scholars and practitioners in 
international relations. Ph.D. students work with a faculty adviser 
to plan a comprehensive curriculum that emphasizes qualitative 
and quantitative analytic skills, economics, and courses to prepare 
for three comprehensive exams. Students then write and defend a 
prospectus and dissertation.

Areas of Study
International Economics Students gain a deep understanding 
of the international economic system through an examination 
of theories, concepts and tools as well as the important role of 
economics in international relations. 

Functional Studies International Relations (IR) and International 
Development (IDEV) are broadly based programs that educate the 
next generation of decision-makers to think constructively about 
states and governance in the modern age. IR students develop 
expertise to operate internationally, focusing on economic policy, 
humanitarian crises, environmental and energy concerns, and 
war and conflict. IDEV students learn to analyze development 
in its economic, political and social dimensions through an 
interdisciplinary approach to the study of developing countries.

Regional Studies Recent global events are driving a renewed interest 
in regional studies, emphasizing a deep knowledge of how other societies 
work—knowledge that can help predict the behavior of political actors in 
the broader world. SAIS offers programs in regional studies representing all 
corners of the globe, allowing students to master the culture, theory and 
history required for effective leadership in international relations.

Dual-Degree Programs
Approximately 10 percent of SAIS students pursue dual-degree programs 
in business, law, public administration and public health. SAIS offers a 
number of options in partnership with the leading graduate schools listed 
below. Students may also create ad hoc dual-degree programs with other 
prominent universities.
n  �Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania (M.B.A.)
n  �Tuck School of Business at Dartmouth College (M.B.A.)
n  �INSEAD (M.B.A.) 
n  �Stanford University Law School (J.D.)
n  �University of Virginia School of Law (J.D.)
n  �Johns Hopkins University Bloomberg School of Public Health (M.S.P.H.)
n  �Maxwell School of Citizenship and Public Affairs of Syracuse University 

(M.P.A.)
n  �Diplomatic Academy of Vienna (M.A.I.A.–M.A.I.S. for Bologna Center 

students)
n  �University of Bologna main and Forlì campuses (M.A.I.A.–Laurea 

Magistrale for Bologna Center students)

Foundations 
for Leadership

“SAIS is a perfect fit for me 
because it is the best place 

to study one thing that makes 
the world go around—money. By 
concentrating in economics and 
learning from leading practitioners 
and academics in the field, I will 
be well-prepared for a career in 
international relations. As a student, 
I’ve gained knowledge not only from 
SAIS’s gifted professors but also 

from my classmates, whose backgrounds range from the 
Peace Corps to Wall Street.”
Vanessa Rozier
M.A., Latin American Studies  
with an Emerging Markets Specialization
Pickering Graduate Foreign Affairs Fellow     



M.A. Curriculum Overview
SAIS students must complete two concentrations— 
International Economics and a regional or functional 
program.

First Concentration
International Economics
Required courses:

n  �Microeconomics	 n  �International Trade Theory

n  �Macroeconomics	 n  �International Monetary Theory

Second Concentration
Functional Studies
n  �International Relations 

(IR)/General 

n  �IR/Conflict Management

n  �IR/Energy, Resources and 
Environment

n  �IR/Global Theory and History

n  �IR/International Law and 
Organizations

n  �IR/Strategic Studies

n  �International Development 
(IDEV)

Electives
Electives may be chosen from courses offered by the International 
Economics Program or any of the functional or regional programs.

Core Exams
All students must pass two of the following four core exams or may 
take these core courses for credit in lieu of the exam (European Studies 
students must pass three separate exams in place of the core exams): 
n  �American Foreign Policy Since World War II

n  ��Comparative National Systems

n  ��Evolution of the International System

n  �Theories of International Relations

Languages
All students must demonstrate proficiency in a modern language other 
than their native tongue. SAIS offers instruction in the following languages:

Teaching, Scholarship 
and Research

For More Information
To learn more about the SAIS curriculum, visit us online:
n	Washington — www.sais-jhu.edu/academics
n	Bologna — www.jhubc.it/academics
n	Nanjing — www.nanjing.jhu.edu/academics

n	 Arabic
n	 Chinese
n	 English
n	 French

n	 German
n	 Hindi-Urdu
n	 Indonesian
n	 Italian

n	 Japanese
n	 Korean
n	 Persian (Farsi)
n	 Portuguese

n	 Russian
n	 Spanish
n	 Thai
n	 Vietnamese

SAIS Faculty
The school’s respected faculty of scholars and practitioners bring 
impressive professional experience in government and the private and 
nonprofit sectors to the classroom. Their teaching mission is enhanced 
by advising leaders, conducting research, publishing influential books, 
and offering commentary through op-ed pages and TV and radio 
broadcasts.

Our part-time instructors hold positions with federal agencies, 
research firms, international organizations, corporations and other 
universities—contributing their real-world accomplishments as leaders 
and policymakers to the campuses. In addition, visiting scholars from 
other prominent U.S. and international institutions lecture and pursue 
research at the school.

All of these individuals teach at SAIS because they are dedicated to 
preparing the next generation of leaders to make enlightened policy 
choices and shape a better world.

For more information about our faculty members, visit  
www.sais-jhu.edu/faculty.

Research at SAIS  
SAIS serves as a nexus of scholarship in international relations. The 
school’s research centers tap the expertise of the faculty while drawing 
on insights from outside scholars. The centers enrich classroom 
learning, provide a forum for students to meet decision-makers and 
encounter the policy process, and offer internship and part-time job 
opportunities. Research centers at SAIS include:

n  JHU Foreign Policy Institute

n  Bernard L. Schwartz Forum on Constructive Capitalism

n  Center for Canadian Studies

n  Center for Constitutional Studies and Democratic Development

n  Center for International Business and Public Policy

n  Center for Transatlantic Relations

n  Central Asia-Caucasus Institute

n  Cultural Conversations

n  Edwin O. Reischauer Center for East Asian Studies

n  Global Leaders Forum on Energy and Environment

n  Grassroots China Initiative

n  International Reporting Project

n  Philip Merrill Center for Strategic Studies

n  Protection Project

n  U.S.-Korea Institute at SAIS

Capstone Requirement
Prior to graduation, all students must complete a capstone requirement 
that is approved by their program.

Regional Studies
n  �Africa

n  �American Foreign Policy

n  �Asia/China

n  �Asia/Japan

n  �Asia/Korea

n  �Asia/South Asia

n  �Asia/Southeast Asia 

n  �Europe

n  �Middle East

n  �Russia and Eurasia

n  �Western Hemisphere/Canada

n  �Western Hemisphere/ 
Latin America



Selected Books by SAIS 
Faculty and Scholars

n   Marco Cesa
Allies yet Rivals: International Politics 
in 18th Century Europe

n   Eliot Cohen
Supreme Command: Soldiers, 
Statesmen and Leadership in Wartime

n   John Harper
The Cold War

n    Michael Mandelbaum
The Frugal Superpower: America’s Global 
Leadership in a Cash-Strapped Era

n   Azar Nafi si
Reading Lolita in Tehran: A Memoir in Books

n   Riordan Roett
The New Brazil

A Sense of Community
Nearly 1,000 full-time students study at SAIS’s three campuses. Small classes foster supportive 
relationships between students and faculty. Professional contacts and lifelong friendships are 
formed within the cohesive SAIS community.

Approximately 30 percent of the SAIS student body is international, representing more than
70 nations—making for a dynamic academic and social setting. The SAIS experience is enriched 
by the opportunity to engage with those who have also studied in Bologna or Nanjing. Students 
say they learn as much from their accomplished peers as in the classroom.

Extracurricular excursions help students prepare for future leadership roles with real-life 
activities and encounters—from monitoring elections in Nigeria to seeking confl ict resolution in 
Sri Lanka to walking battlefi elds in Spain to examining water policies in China. 

On campus, students get to know each other at Friday happy hours, international dinners, the 
annual talent show and other gatherings. The Student Government Association helps develop 
and manage the school’s professional, cultural and social clubs. Many students participate in 
community service projects in Washington, Bologna and Nanjing.

Life at SAIS

Recent Speakers at SAIS 

Madeleine Albright, U.S. secretary of State and 
former SAIS student 

Ban Ki-moon, U.N. secretary-general 

Joseph Biden, vice president of the United States 
(then-U.S. senator from Delaware) 

Stephen Breyer, associate justice of the U.S. 
Supreme Court

George W. Bush, president of the United States

Hillary Rodham Clinton, U.S. secretary of State

Mario Draghi, governor of the Bank of Italy and 
chairman of the Financial Stability Board

Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, prime minister of Turkey

Helene Gayle, president and CEO of CARE USA 

Timothy Geithner, U.S. secretary of the Treasury and 1985 SAIS graduate

Ron Kirk, U.S. trade representative

John McCain, U.S. senator from Arizona

Henry M. Paulson Jr., U.S. secretary of the Treasury and former SAIS visiting scholar 

Peter G. Peterson, co-founder of The Blackstone Group 

David Petraeus, U.S. Army general

Romano Prodi, former prime minister of Italy and former president of the European Commission

Anders Fogh Rasmussen, NATO secretary general

Francesc Vendrell, former special representative of the European Union for Afghanistan

Aaron Williams, director of the Peace Corps

Robert Zoellick, president of the World Bank

“The SAIS experience 
transforms graduates’ 

lives and the institutions and 
individuals they serve. Today, 
my former students are pursuing 
successful and rewarding careers 
in public, private and nonprofi t 
organizations throughout the 
world—playing key roles in 
solving critical global problems. 
So I was not surprised when I 
recently arrived for a meeting 
at China’s Ministry of National 
Defense and was greeted with, 
‘Hi, I am a SAIS grad.’”
david M. Lampton
Director of the China Studies 
Program and Dean of Faculty



SAIS at a Glance

n   School founded: 1943

n   Number of students:
600 in Washington, D.C.
190 in Bologna, Italy 
200 in Nanjing, China

n   Concentrations: 
Functional studies students: 60%
Regional studies students: 40%
Dual-degree students: 53

n   International students: 
30 percent, representing 
70+ countries

n   Average GPA: 3.5

n   Average GRE:
725 (quantitative)
648 (verbal)

n   Average GMAT:
46 (quantitative)
41 (verbal)

n   Average TOEFL: 
112 (Internet-based test)

n   Average age of M.A. students: 27

n   Average years of work experience: 3

n   Average age of mid-career M.I.P.P. 
students: 37

n   Student body: 
54% male
46% female

n   Median class size: 17

n   Faculty-to-student ratio: 1-to-17

n   Alumni: 15,000+

“I use the information
that I learned at SAIS 

on a regular basis. I studied 
international relations, 
international economics 
and American foreign 
policy, and I use that 
knowledge almost every 
single day as a journalist 
in Washington, D.C.”
Wolf Blitzer
CNN Anchor and 
1972 SAIS Graduate

Now in its sixth decade of operation, the SAIS Bologna Center allows students to complete 
the fi rst year of their M.A. degree in Bologna, Italy. This combination—one year in 
Bologna, followed by one year in Washington—provides a mix of perspectives and a broad 
view of international relations. The Bologna Center student body is split evenly between 
students from the United States and other countries, creating classroom dialogue and 
debate within a diverse and close-knit community.

Home to the oldest university in Europe, the city of Bologna has a long tradition of 
education, culture and politics that makes it an attractive location for SAIS’s European 
campus. The center’s recently renovated building is located in the heart of the historical 
university district.

Approximately half of all SAIS M.A. students spend their fi rst year in Bologna. The 
center offers an interdisciplinary program that parallels the curriculum at the Washington 
campus, with all courses taught in English. More than 6,500 center graduates live and work 
in 100-plus countries around the world, forming a loyal alumni network.

A Unique Perspective on 
International Relations

n   The option of spending a year in Bologna 
and a year in Washington gives students an 
exceptional and complementary understanding 
of international relations. With 190 students, 
half from North America and half from some 
35 other countries, the Bologna Center offers a 
varied student experience that brings richness 
and vitality to academic life.

n   Students in Bologna attend small classes taught 
by a core resident faculty and renowned adjunct 
professors. Combined with exposure to guest 
lectures by leaders on the European scene, 
this creates an atmosphere that fosters a lively 
learning environment.

In addition to the degree programs described, 
the Bologna Center offers a one-year Diploma in 
International Studies.

For more information, visit 
www.jhubc.it or e-mail 
admissions@jhubc.it. 

SAIS BOLOGNA CENTER

  

“Diversity 
is a 

richness that 
changes your perspective 
on the world. Among the
200 graduate students at 
the SAIS Bologna Center, 
you have 200 points of 
view on today’s burning 
issues—this allows you to 
chart your own path.”
Aurélien Billot
M.A., Energy, Resources 
and Environment



For 25 years, the Hopkins-Nanjing Center for Chinese and American Studies 

has pioneered and developed programs of intellectual inquiry and cross-

cultural exchange, deepening the understanding between Chinese students 

and those from other nations.  

Each year, approximately 200 individuals attend classes at the center’s 

state-of-the-art facilities in Nanjing, China, a gateway city strategically located 

between the North and South. American and international students take the 

majority of their courses in Mandarin, while Chinese students study mostly 

in English. More than 2,000 center graduates work throughout the world, 

contributing to the multifaceted relations between the United States and China.

For information, visit www.nanjing.jhu.edu  
or e-mail nanjing@jhu.edu. 

HOPKINS-NANJING CENTER 

Hopkins-Nanjing Center Degree and Certificate Programs

n  �Master of Arts in International Studies (M.A.I.S.)—allows students to matriculate into the center’s  
two-year master’s program, with a degree awarded jointly by SAIS and Nanjing University

n  �Certificate in Chinese and American Studies—a one-year program that gives students flexibility in  
their course selection while deepening their knowledge of China and strengthening their Mandarin 
language skills

n  �SAIS M.A./Certificate in Chinese and American Studies—a five-semester option in which students 
admitted to both programs may spend two semesters in Nanjing and three semesters at SAIS’s 
Washington, D.C., campus

In these demanding times, the world needs accomplished, 
innovative leaders. Recognized for their economics and 
analytical abilities, regional expertise, diplomatic skills,  
language proficiency and the capacity to apply theory 
to real-world problems, SAIS graduates are a valued 
commodity in the international relations field. 

A Career-Building Edge
SAIS’s graduate programs are designed to prepare students for successful and 
fulfilling careers in international relations. The Career Services staff works  
with individuals to explore careers and set goals, secure internships, strengthen 
leadership abilities, pursue job opportunities and link to SAIS alumni.  

Career Services sponsors various job-hunting workshops, employment 
fairs and career treks featuring employer site visits hosted by alumni. To help 
students gain the practical skills to succeed as leaders in their field, Career 
Services conducts a variety of non-credit professional development classes,  
such as presentation techniques, consulting skills and financial modeling. 

Connections for Life:  
A Global Alumni Community
Students are introduced to a lifetime network of colleagues upon arrival at 
SAIS. They regularly receive alumni publications, and the alumni community 
welcomes them to special events.

Graduates join the family of SAIS alumni, extraordinary individuals who  
hold positions of global leadership in government, business, journalism, 
nonprofit groups and multilateral organizations. Alumni stay connected 
through SAIS clubs in key locations and evolving groups worldwide. Activities 
include substantive lectures, social gatherings and alumni involvement in 
student recruitment and career advising. 

SAIS alumni are part of The Johns Hopkins University Alumni Association, 
with chapters in more than 20 U.S. cities and a dozen international clubs.

The SAIS Graduate

Alumni Around the World

10% 
Multilateral 
Organizations

23% 
Public 
Sector

40% 
Private 
Sector

18% 
Nonprofit 
Sector

4% 
Further 
Study

5% 
Fellowships

��

n	Booz Allen Hamilton
n	Credit Suisse
n	Eurasia Group
n	�Goldman Sachs
n	McKinsey & Company

n	Central Intelligence Agency
n	European Parliament
n	U.S. Department of Energy
n	U.S. Department of State
n	U.S. Department of the Treasury

n	Brookings Institution 
n	Catholic Relief Services
n	 �International Foundation for  

Electoral Systems
n	Mercy Corps
n	Small Enterprise Assistance Funds

n	EU Commission 
n	 Inter-American Development Bank 
n	 International Finance Corporation 
n	 International Monetary Fund 
n	World Bank

How SAIS Graduates Put Their Degrees to Work

Note: Class of 2010 employment statistics and 
selected employers

n	 U.S. and Canada 

n	 Latin America

n	 Europe and Eurasia

n	 Northern Africa and 
	 Middle East 

n	 Sub-Saharan Africa

n	 South and Central Asia

n	 East Asia and the Pacific



Alumni Around the World

How SAIS Graduates Put Their Degrees to Work The SAIS Advantage

Tomorrow’s global leaders will encounter unprecedented 

challenges—and exciting opportunities to serve. Faced 

with economic uncertainty, terrorism, political unrest, 

humanitarian crises, environmental threats, poverty and shifting 

global alliances, all nations need what SAIS has to offer: committed 

professionals dedicated to making the world a better place. 

The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies 

(SAIS), a division of The Johns Hopkins University, is known for its 

interdisciplinary approach, where students concentrate in either 

a functional area of international relations or a geographic region 

while pursuing studies in economics and foreign languages. The 

result: innovative thinkers and problem-solvers with the economic, 

cultural and global expertise to operate across national boundaries.

A
lso setting SAIS apart is its Washington, D.C., campus, 

which gives students access to the world’s most influential 

individuals and institutions—and unparalleled opportunities 

for hands-on learning and career networking. The viewpoints that 

visiting heads of state, diplomats, government officials, organization 

executives and other thought leaders bring to the campus create 

an atmosphere in which classroom studies and research projects 

take on new and deeper meaning. SAIS’s Bologna campus offers 

a European outlook on world affairs that broadens our students’ 

education and—along with the campus in Nanjing—furthers SAIS’s 

reputation as a top graduate school in international relations.

For seven decades, the best and brightest applicants have been 

attracted to SAIS—eager to learn from the superb faculty and 

prepared to acquire the training and skills to take on today’s most 

demanding issues. Our alumni serve as leaders in governments, 

corporations, nonprofits, multilateral organizations and universities 

in more than 140 countries.

We invite you to learn more about SAIS.



What We Look For in an Applicant
SAIS attracts highly motivated students from around the globe who 
are dedicated to mastering the practice of international relations and 
making a difference in the world. The SAIS student body is extremely 
diverse, and admission to the school is competitive. The Admissions 
Committee seeks applicants with demonstrated leadership ability, 
practical professional experience, international exposure, solid 
academic preparation and foreign language aptitude.

Visit SAIS in Washington, D.C.
To learn more about SAIS and its graduate degree programs in 
international relations, you are invited to visit the Washington, D.C., 
campus, where you can participate in a student-led tour and attend 
a class and/or information session. The Admissions staff is available 
to answer questions during walk-in hours (Monday through Friday, 
2 p.m.–5 p.m.) or by appointment. To view the schedule for information 
sessions and tours, go to www.sais-jhu.edu/admissions. 

Visit SAIS in Bologna, Italy
The SAIS Bologna Center has an open-door policy for prospective 
students and encourages visits during the academic year when classes 
are in session. To arrange a visit, contact the Admissions Offi ce at
admissions@jhubc.it.

Visit the Hopkins-Nanjing Center in China
Prospective students are welcome to visit the center’s world-class 
facilities in Nanjing during the academic year. For information, contact 
nanjing@jhu.edu.

Learn About Our Admissions Requirements
For current information on application requirements, deadlines, 
fi nancial assistance and other related topics, visit 
www.sais-jhu.edu/apply.

Contact Us Today
The Paul H. Nitze School of Advanced International Studies
The Johns Hopkins University 
Offi ce of Admissions
1740 Massachusetts Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20036
202.663.5700 n 1.877.JHU.WASH (U.S. toll free)
admissions.sais@jhu.edu

www.sais-jhu.edu

Graduate Admissions

“I believe a SAIS education is both a national 
and global resource that allows our 

students to discover essential knowledge for 
professionals who are embarking on careers in 
this era of globalization. By combining studies 
in economics, regional and functional areas, and 
foreign languages, we enable students to attain 
an excellent foundation for engagement in the 
international domain—whether in the public, 
private or nonprofi t sector.”
Jessica P. einhorn
Dean of SAIS and 
1970 SAIS Graduate

Nondiscriminatory Policy
The Johns Hopkins University does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, gender, 
religion, age, sexual orientation, national or ethnic origin, disability, marital status or 
veteran status in any student program or activity administered by the university, or with 
regard to admission or employment. Questions regarding Title VI, Title IX and Section 504 
should be referred to the Offi ce of Institutional Equity at 410.516.8075 or 410.516.6225 
(TTY).

Photography: Kaveh Sardari, CurrentRutledge, Elizabeth Garvey Photography, Alan 
Goldstein, Jonathan Keller, Felisa Neuringer Klubes, Ariana Lindquist, Anne Mandelbaum 
and Troy Plaza

The school reserves the right to change information contained in this brochure without 
prior notice.
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