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Comparative Politics Reading List

Prof. Fukuyama

Version of November, 2008

This is a recommended readings list to help SAIS PhD students prepare for the comprehensive exam in comparative politics.  It is not necessary that you read every item on this list cover-to-cover; it is important, however, that you be generally familiar with the major ideas and themes presented in each work.  This list presumes that you are already familiar with the readings (including recommended readings) in my Comparative National Systems course.

Comparative Politics Methodology

Gabriel A. Almond and G. Bingham Powell, Comparative Politics Today:  A World View (New York: HarperCollins, 1996 or latest edition).

Atul Kohli, Peter Evans, et. al., "The Role of Theory in Comparative Politics:  A Symposium," World Politics 48(1), 1996: 1-49.

David Collier, “The Comparative Method: Two Decades of Change,” and “New Perspectives on the Comparative Method,” in Dankwart A. Rustow and Kenneth P. Erickson, Comparative Political Dynamics (New York: HarperCollins, 1991).

Peter Katzenstein, Adam Przeworski, Theda Skocpol, et al. (1995) ‘The Role of Theory in Comparative Politics’ World Politics 48/1:1-25. 

Richard Rose. “Comparing Forms of Comparative Analysis.” Political Studies 39(3) (1991): 446-62.
Howard Wiarda. 1991. “Concepts and Models in Comparative Politics,” in Rustow and Erickson.

Jack A. Goldstone, "Methodological Issues in Comparative Macrosociology," Comparative Social Research 16 (1997): 107-120.

Chilcote, Ronald H., 1981. Theories of Comparative Politics:  The Search for a Paradigm (Boulder, CO: Westview Press).

Barbara Geddes. “How the Cases You Choose Affect the Answers You Get,” Political Analysis 2 (1990): 131-149.

Philippe C. Schmitter and Terry Lynn Karl, "The Conceptual Travels of Transitologists and Consolidologists: How Far to the East Should They Attempt to Go?" Slavic Review 53 (1994): 172-185.

Valerie Bunce, "Should Transitologists Be Grounded?" Slavic Review 54 (1995): 111-127.

The State

Charles Tilly, Coercion, Capital, and European States AD 990-1990 (Cambridge: Basil Blackwell, 1990).

Peter B. Evans and Theda Skocpol, Bringing the State Back In (Cambridge, MA: Cambridge University Press, 1985).

Peter B. Evans, "Predatory, Developmental, and other Apparatuses: A Comparative Analysis of the Third World State," Sociological Forum 4 (1989): 561-82.

J. P. Nettl, "The State as a Conceptual Variable," World Politics 20 (1968): 559-592.

Joel Migdal, Strong Societies and Weak States: State-Society Relations and State Capabilities in the Third World (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1988).

Michael Mann. "The Autonomous Power of the State: Its Origins, Mechanisms, and Results," European Journal of Sociology 25(2) (1984): 185-213.

Political Culture

Ruth Lane, "Political Culture: Residual Category or General Theory," Comparative Political Studies 25 (1992): 362-387.

Herbert H. Werlin, "Politics Versus Culture: Which is Stronger?" Studies in Comp. Intl Dev 29 (1994): 3-24.

Harry Eckstein, "A Culturalist Theory of Political Change," American Political Science Review 82 (1988): 789-804.

Democracy and Development

Seymour Martin Lipset, "Some Social Requisites of Democracy: Economic Development and Political Legitimacy," American Political Science Review 53 (1959): 69-105.

Dietrich Rueschemeyer and E. Stephens, Capitalist Development and Democracy (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1992).

Stephan Haggard, The Political Economy Of Democratic Transitions (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1995).

Comparative Political Economy

Stephan Haggard, The Political Economy of the Asian Financial Crisis (Washington: Institute for International Economics, 2000).

Anne Krueger, Political Economy of Policy Reform in Developing Countries (Cambridge: MIT Press, 1993).

Stephan Haggard and Mathew D. McCubbins, Presidents, Parliaments, and Policy (Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press, 2001).

John Williamson, ed., The Political Economy of Policy Reform (Washington, DC: Institute for International Economics, 1994).

Joel Hellman, "Winners Take All:  The Politics of Partial Reform in Postcommunist Transitions," World Politics 50(1): 203-234, 1998.

Barbara Geddes, Politician's Dilemma: Building State Capacity in Latin America (Berkeley, CA: University of California Press, 1996).

Democratic Transitions

Dankwart A. Rustow, "Modernization and Comparative Politics," Comparative Politics 1(1), 1968.

Samuel P. Huntington, The Third Wave:  Democratization in the Late Twentieth Century (Oklahoma City: University of Oklahoma Press, 1991).

Alfred C. Stepan and Juan Linz, The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes:  Europe (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978).

Alfred C. Stepan and Juan Linz, The Breakdown of Democratic Regimes:  Latin America (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1978).

Larry Diamond and Seymour Martin Lipset, Democracy in Developing Countries (Boulder, CO: L. Renner, 1988).  This is a multi-volume work covering a wide variety of countries that should be skimmed and used as a reference.

Philippe C. Schmitter, Guillermo O'Donnell, and L. Whitehead, Transitions from Authoritarian Rule: Latin America (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 1986).

Mehran Kamrava and Frank Mora, "Civil Society and Democratization in Comparative Perspective: Latin America and the Middle East," Third World Quarterly 19 (1998): 893-910.

Semi-Democracy, Competitive Authoritarianism, and Authoritarianism

Andreas Schedler, Electoral Authoritarianism:  The Dynamics of Unfree Competition (Boulder, CO: Lynne Riener, 2006).
Larry Diamond, The Spirit of Democracy: The Struggle to Build Free Societies Throughout the World (New York: Times Books, 2008).  Chap. 3, “The Democratic Recession,” pp. 56-87.

Juan J. Linz, Totalitarian and Authoritarian Regimes (Boulder, CO: Lynne Rienner Publishers, 2000).

Lucan A. Way and Steven Levitsky, "The Rise of Competitive Authoritarianism," Journal of Democracy 13(2), 2002: 51-65.

Modernization Theory and Political Development

Samuel P. Huntington, Political Order in Changing Societies (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1968).

Mark Kesselman, "Order or Movement?  The Literature of Political Development As Ideology," World Politics 26 (1973): 139-154.

Ian Roxborough, "Modernization Theory Revisited: A Review Essay," Comp. Stud. In Society and History 30 (1988): 753-61.

Vernon Ruttan, "What Happened to Political Development?" Economic Development and Cultural Change 39(2) (1991): 265-92.

Nils Gilman, Mandarins of the Future:  Modernization Theory in Cold War America (Baltimore, MD: Johns Hopkins University Press, 2003).

Institutional Economics

Mancur Olson, The Logic of Collective Action.  Public Goods and the Theory of Groups (Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1965).

Douglass C. North, Institutions, Institutional Change, and Economic Performance (New York: Cambridge University Press, 1990).

Terry Moe, "The New Economics of Organization," American Journal of Political Science 28, 1984: 739-77.

Eirik G. Furubotn and Rudolf Richter, Institutions and Economic Theory: The Contribution of the New Institutional Economics (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1997), chapter 1.

Elinor Ostrom, Governing the Commons:  The Evolution of Institutions for Collective Action (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1990).

Dependencia/World Systems Theory

Fernando H. Cardoso, "Dependency and Development in Latin America," New Left Review 74 (1972): 83-95.

Immanuel Wallerstein, "The Rise and Future Demise of the World Capitalist System," Comparative Studies in Society and History 16 (1974).

The Developmental State

Alice H. Amsden, Asia's Next Giant:  South Korea and Late Industrialization (New York/Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989).

Robert Wade, Governing the Market:  Economics Theory and the Role of Government in East Asian Industrialization (Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, 1990).

Chalmers Johnson, MITI and the Japanese Miracle (Stanford, CA: Stanford University Press, 1982), chapter 1.

David L. Asher, "What Became of the Japanese ‘Miracle’?" Orbis 40 (1996): 215-234.

Anthony Lanyi and Young Lee, Governance Aspects of the East Asian Financial Crisis (College Park, MD: IRIS Working Paper 226, 1999).

Institutional Design

Arend Lijphart and Carlos Waisman, Institutional Design in New Democracies:  Eastern Europe and Latin America (Boulder, CO: Westview Press, 1996).

Arend Lijphart, Democracies: Patterns Of Majoritarian And Consensus Government In 21 Countries (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1984).

Arend Lijphart, Electoral Systems and Party Systems:  A Study of Twenty-Seven Democracies, 1945-1990 (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1994).

Donald Horowitz, “Constitutional Design:  Proposals v. Processes,” in Andrew Reynolds, The Architecture of Democracy: Constitutional Design, Conflict Management, and Democracy (Chapell Hill, NC: University of N. Carolina Press, 2002).

Matthew S. Shugart and John M. Carey, Presidents and Assemblies: Constitutional Design and Electoral Dynamics (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992).

Scott Mainwaring and Matthew S. Shugart, Presidentialism and Democracy in Latin America (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1997).


