SIP 2009 
IPA – Peru/ Mexico/ Honduras
INNOVATIONS FOR POVERTY ACTION (IPA) Peru, Mexico, or Honduras 
Organization Background

Innovations for Poverty Action (IPA) is a non-profit organization dedicated to creating, evaluating, and replicating innovative solutions to poverty and policy problems worldwide. Our mission is four-fold:  

1. Help reduce poverty by designing, implementing, and testing the effectiveness of innovative new approaches to the problems of development that take into account the latest findings from economic research.

2. Carefully evaluate the effectiveness of these programs through the use of randomized control trials.  We design evaluations that shed insight into why something works, not just whether it works, so as to improve the generalizability and thus usefulness for replication in other countries and settings.  We believe in conducting repeated clinical trials so that development policy can escape the “case study” approach and start building systematic reliable evidence about the context under which specific interventions work or do not work.  

3. Disseminate the results and thus contribute to building a knowledge base about the effectiveness of alternative approaches to reducing poverty. 
4. Facilitate the replication of successful projects to other appropriate areas of the world.
Current research projects in Latin America are aimed at increasing policy-relevant knowledge on expanding access to finance.  Key topics include the nature of demand for financial services; the extent of impacts of financial access on incomes, businesses, and broader aspects of well being; and mechanisms that can increase impact and scale.  
On the demand side, our research helps microfinance organizations determine the elasticity of demand for microcredit at different interest rates, the tradeoff between minimizing risk (by increasing requirements for clients) and increasing access to credit, and the sustainability of various incentives. We collect information on the financial relationships (both formal and informal) and entrepreneurial activities that poor households maintain. 

Our projects also look at the impact of microcredit and savings products on income, investment, consumption, household health and education, and intra-household dynamics.  We look at the effect of complementary non-financial services like health education, pre-credit “graduation” programs that target the poorest of the poor, or other training. Our research also looks at whether our findings vary across different populations, income levels, and lending environments. 
For more information, please review the Innovations for Poverty Action web site, especially http://www.poverty-action.org/ourwork/publications.php. 

Internship Description: The objectives of this internship are to provide support to the research activities of a specific IPA office in the following ways:
· Provide substantial support to a quantitative research project.  The specific activities will depend on the stage of the project but could include helping to design a study, designing and testing data collection instruments, training surveyors, credit officers, or other staff of implementing organizations, monitoring research activities, or coordinating data entry, cleanup, or analysis. 
· Work with IPA partner organizations in the implementation of interventions whose effect we are researching.
· Conduct qualitative research to identify new questions or collect background information during the study design phase.

The intern should select a period of ten weeks between May 15 and August 30, not including vacations or personal trips.  Depending on the intern’s research and personal interests and project needs, IPA will place the intern at a field site in Mexico, Peru, Honduras or Bolivia. 

Qualifications

Required

· Graduate student in international affairs, international public policy, or field related to international economic development.
· Very high level of proficiency in English and Spanish. Strong oral and written communications skills. 
· Excellent management and organizational skills and ability to work independently

· Developing country experience, cultural sensitivity, and demonstrated ability to work successfully with diverse constituencies. 
· Experience or interest in economics or social science research.
Preferred

· Experience with or knowledge of microfinance.  If possible applicants should indicate microfinance issues or problems that they would like to become more familiar with. 

· Course work or experience in practical research methods and microeconomics of development.
· Coursework in econometrics, advanced knowledge of STATA or experience with data management.
· Familiarity with randomized control trials.
How to Apply:
Interested students should submit a cover letter (no longer than 2 pages) and resume in SAIS format no later than January 2, 2009 – to Cinnamon Dornsife cdornsife@jhu.edu, with copies to Marty Tillman mjtillman@jhu.edu, Mary Roes mroes@jhu.edu, Victoria Wilson vwwilson@gmail.com, Jens Wirth jwirth08@johnshopkins.it   Applications should be submitted in WORD format.
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