Stylistic and other errors for which, if found in abundance, Professor Goodell will lower the grade on a written work

1. Superfluous words, overwriting, unnecessary repetition of ideas, padding.  Students often use too many adjectives and adverbs and especially overuse superlatives.

2. Repetition of the same word constantly, in sentence after sentence or every several sentences, when synonyms are available.

3. Use of trite vocabulary, clichés, and words that do not precisely stand for what you mean.

4. Use of vocabulary inappropriate to academic writing.

5. Misspelling of words.

6. Failure to structure paragraphs logically, each with its opening and closing sentence.

7. Failure to proofread your work effectively before handing it in.

SAIS students’ common grammatical errors that cause Professor Goodell to lower the grade on written work

1. Disagreement of subject and verb.  Usually you use a singular verb for a plural subject.

2. Disagreement of pronoun and its antecedent.  Usually takes the form of using “they” with a singular antecedent.

3. Mixed verb tenses.  Usually you include present and past tenses in the same discussing when not warranted.

4. Run-on sentences, usually strung together with “and.”

5. Use of pronouns in the wrong case, especially misuse of who and whom.

6. Failure to have parallel construction in a list of items.

