SAIS IDEV Intersession Field Practicum 2010 / El Salvador            EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: OUR STUDENTS


Each year the International Development Program of the Nitze School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS) sends a group of master’s students to a developing country for two weeks in January for a field-based learning activity.  This coming January, we will take a group of 11 students and 3 faculty members to the Central American country of El Salvador to learn about various aspects of democratic governance in the country and in the region.  In El Salvador we will be interviewing Salvadoran politicians, bureaucrats, private sector leaders and leaders in philanthropic organizations.  

Here is a list of our students, a bit about each one’s professional backgrounds and their research interest with relation to El Salvador.

Aamir Alavi (American)- Aamir has worked as a regional director with the Houston, Texas-based non-profit, Amigos de las Americas, which sends volunteers to do philanthropic work in Latin America.  In El Salvador he will be researching the social impact of a major highway project that the U.S. government is funding through its Millennium Challenge Account.

Federico Qüerio (Argentinean)- Federico has worked with Shell International Renewables as a finance associate based in The Hague, Netherlands.  In El Salvador he will be researching trends in economic and political development in municipal governments over the last 10 years.    

Julia Oliver (American)- Julia is a journalist who has reported on municipal corruption and municipal fiscal responsibility in North Carolina and Latino immigrant communities in Maryland.  She will be studying the extent to which U.S.-based Salvadoran community groups that send remittances to their hometowns in El Salvador employ democratic practices.

Luciana Harrington (American/Brazilian)- Luciana has developed evaluation methods to assess the impact of national government social programs in Brazil and U.S. foreign assistance for free trade promotion.  In El Salvador she will be studying the newly-elected leftist FMLN administration’s policy toward the Central American region’s DR-CAFTA free trade agreement.

Mark Gibson (American)- In addition to living in Central America, Mark has managed non-profit/municipal government partnerships to provide resettlement services for political asylum seekers coming to the U.S. from Cuba.  In El Salvador he will be studying the effects of legislated interest rate caps on access to individual credit.                          

Anita Otto (Brazilian) -  Anita has helped develop a public-private partnership in professional education in Djibouti, managed corporate training programs in 7 countries for a multinational corporation and worked with nonprofit organizations in Brazil.  She will be studying the private sector’s involvement in the definition of education curriculum in El Salvador.

Chrissy Borisova (Bulgarian)- Chrissy has worked in accounting in a staffing company in Florida.  She will be researching decentralization efforts in the traditionally highly centralized, state-run healthcare system in El Salvador.                                                 

Ted Alcorn (American)- Ted has worked as a documentary filmmaker and is receiving training in public health.  He is researching decentralization efforts in the traditionally highly centralized, state-run healthcare system in El Salvador.                                       
Elke Groterhorst (Bolivian)- Elke has been an account manager in German asset management firm serving European institutional bond market investors and recently created a scholarship program with the Bolivian Chamber of Commerce for college-bound youths in Bolivia.  She will be studying educational improvements related to decentralization of the traditionally highly centralized, state-run educational system in El Salvador.

Marisa Gerla (American)- Marisa has been an investment banking analyst on Wall Street advising multinational corporations on fixed-income financing, has performed a project evaluation for a microfinance organization in Jamaica and has consulted for a non-profit immigrant media alliance in New York. In El Salvador she will be researching the impact of the Red Solidaria conditional cash transfer program and the Funes administration's proposals to expand its benefits.

Kevin Green (American)- Kevin has been an English teacher in Cambodia and a researcher on projects focused on international environmental and economic issues.  He will be studying locally-based environmental initiatives in state and national parks in El Salvador.                                                                
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