THE 7-PAGER

Assignment: Produce a 7-page double-spaced statement of initial findings and annotated bibliography for your research topic. The 7-pages are exclusive of the bibliography. Either endnotes or footnotes are permitted. If you use footnotes, you can go to 7½ pages. Use whichever citation style that you prefer (I like Turabian), but please be consistent.
Deadline: midnight, Nov. 30, 2009, by email to brian.norris@jhu.edu
There is no required format, but you’ll want to take into consideration the following points:
History: What came before your policy reform? Presumably the policy reform you are studying is in response to deficiencies in some sort of service provision in the past. What did local actors do before? Don’t assume that your readers have this historical knowledge. 
Working hypothesis:  What do you expect to find in El Salvador? E.g., ‘While critics of the Fondo de Inversion Social y Desarrollo Local (FISDL) decentralization of 1999-2004 argued that the emphasis on matching funds as the sole determinant of grant awards would disadvantage poorer municipalities, I expect to find that the poorer, hungrier municipalities were more resourceful in finding matching funds and therefore benefited from the newer model.’
Audience: The immediate audience for this assignment and for the final paper due in January is the English-speaking policy community. Both this paper and the final assignment will be in English. English is the lingua franca of the policy community and will allow the greatest possibility of reaching the greatest number of readers. This might occur through SAIS publications, like Perspectives, SAIS Review, etc., or elsewhere. Translation to Spanish is a possibility for research projects that turn out well (though any translation would have to be at the student’s individual initiative). Positives of Spanish translation would include the sharing research findings with a local Salvadoran audience. One negative of Spanish translation is that there is a relatively low possibility that we’re going to tell someone like Juan José Daboub, or his local Spanish-speaking counterparts, something about their country that they don’t already know—this goes for my research too.  On the other hand, many policy analyses produced in English in DC don’t fully avail themselves of local sources like the ones we’ll have access to on this project, so there is an increased probability that we can create value by writing in English. 
Methodology:  Most of your research will be interview based and that is fine. In this 7-pager, please identify the specific individuals who you will interview in El Salvador or, in absence of that, talk about your strategy for identifying them once we are in country. If there are, however, local data sources of interest to you, please identify these as well. For instance, if you were researching long-term trends in religious changes in El Salvador (none of you are), the census bureau office in El Salvador would be your best bet for old censuses, surveys and special reports that might contain useful data on this topic. 
Bibliography: There is no minimum or maximum number of citations that you need to have on your bibliography. The purpose of the bibliography is to show that you’ve done a thorough literature review on your topic. You’ll want to divide your bibliography into different thematic categories. This can illustrate for your reader (and perhaps for you) where the gaps are in our knowledge of your topic.
Jargon: Avoid it. You might imagine Hal Parrish, someone who knows a thing or two about public policy but less about the jargon inside the Beltway, as your ideal reader.
Sources: We encourage you to use local sources to the maximum extent possible. The editorial sections of local papers like La Prensa Gráfica and El Diario de Hoy are excellent sources to get an idea of what the local policy debates look like. FUSADES technical reports are good sources as well.
Resources:
William Strunk and E.B. White. The Elements of Style. 3d ed. New York: Macmillan, 1979.
Merilee S. Grindle. Despite the Odds: The Contentious Politics of Education Reform (Princeton and Oxford: Princeton University Press, 2004), the issues and challenges of educational reform in Latin America: 27-57. [on ERES, This is a good example of a qualitative analytical piece based on field interviews. Grindle does a good job of relating technical issues in the education sector to political variables. This piece should serve as a useful model to be emulated no matter what your topic is.]
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