Spring 2008 Series:
Feb. 1 - Daniel Kaufmann                   12:30 - 1:30
Challenging Orthodoxy on Governance and Corruption:
Lessons from worldwide Empirics
Governance is a subject of growing importance in the literature on development and economic growth.  At the same time, measurements of governance and their practical policy implications have never been more controversial.  Drawing on years of research and experience as a pioneer in the area of governance metrics, Daniel Kaufmann, Director of Global Governance at the World Bank Institute, will discuss the analytics, empirics, and implications of the ongoing efforts in measuring governance.  His presentation will also showcase applications of the empirical work and address some of the debated issues in this evolving field.

Feb. 8 - Geoffrey Lamb                      12:30 - 1:30
Can the "New Philanthropy" Really Change the Political Economy of Global Development.
Privet foundations and NGOs are an increasingly influential force in global development.  With growing access to capital and increasing influence in the political and social spheres, private organizations are altering the way that international aid is structured and delivered.  The Gates Foundation is at the forefront of this new movement.  Geoffrey Lamb, Senior Fellow for Global Development at the Gates Foundation, will discuss the implications of this growing movement.  He will explain the Gates Foundation's international priorities and the strategy behind the organization will focus on why globalization is having such differential impacts across countries and regions and how the foundation is addressing these inequities.


Feb. 29 - Gerald Hyman              12:30 - 1:30
Counterproductive Solutions to Genuine Problems:
Bureaucratizing Good Intentions in Foreign Assistance
Any number of good ideas founder on their implementation, especially in large organizations like multinational corporations and government bureaucracies.  Translating ideas into concrete managerial reform - bureaucratizing them - inevitably distorts the pure ideals.  Reforms almost always encounter resistance from those whose interests are harmed.  But sometimes the architects of change are their won worst enemies.  They try to implement systems that are overly complex, counterproductive, or worse.  Tow such recent attempts are Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA) and Secretary Rice's new consolidated foreign assistance reforms.  Gerald Hyman, President of the Hills Program on Governance at the Center for Strategic and International Studies, will discuss both of these reforms - focusing on key questions regarding their success or failure.

March 7 - William Easterly                         12:30 - 1:30
If Foreign Aid Doesn't Achieve Economic Development, Then What Does?
Foreign aid can improve individuals' living conditions, but experience and empirical research have proven that it can not lift a nation out of poverty.  So what is the alternative?  William Easterly, famed economist and best-selling author, has been one of the most vocal and thought-provoking critics of the foreign aid industry.  In this lecture, he will discuss the evidence on what is known about how countries achieve economic development.


March 28 - Bharati Chaturvedi                        12:30 - 1:30
Civil Society and Sustainable Development
The team "sustainable development" appears with increasing frequency in statements and policy papers.  Yet it isn't always clear what the term denotes or how such a goal can be achieved.  Bharati Chaturvedi, founder and Director of Chintan, has been working with the concept of sustainable development for years.  Her experience has led her to the conclusion that "sustainability" requires the promotion of strategies that secure not only environmental but also social justice.  She will discuss why it is critical for organizations to work directly with marginal communities in order to achieve their environmental goals.

April 4 - Peter Wall                       12:30 - 1:30
Microfinance: Hype and Hope
Microfinance is a hot topic in the development community.  Many champion it as the wave of the future and our best hope for promoting growth and elimination poverty.  But after 30 years, it is still unclear if microcredit fulfills all of its proponents' claims concerning poverty reduction.  Peter Wall, Executive Director of the Microfinance Information Exchange, Inc., will address the myths, hype, and hope existing today about microfinance in developing countries, from a personal perspective.  He will provide an overview of recent trends in microfinance at the national, regional, and international levels to illustrate his points.

April 18 - Charles MacCormack                       12:30 - 1:30
The Role of NGOs in Achieving the Millennium Development Goals
The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) have been embraced by an overwhelming majority of the aid community.  Many believe that the MDGs represent the greatest opportunity to alleviate poverty in our time.  Numerous governments and development experts have drawn attentions to the fact that NGOs are an important factor in achieving the MDGs.  However, without a better understanding of their potential and limitations, NGOs may suffer setbacks in their struggle for the MDGs.  Charles MacCormack, President and CEO of Save the Children, will the discuss specific strategies that NGOs can implement to further the MDGs and realize their full potential.

